
 

CASTLETOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Date: 2nd June 2021 
Adverse Weather Line - 0800 564 2272 (Pin 04 1680)  

Pupil Absence Line 01847 821900 
Website – https://castletownprimary.wordpress.com/  

Dear Families, 
 

Transition - We will be in touch about transition once we have a plan in place. Recently we were given guidance on how this can 
be done and it also needs to be risk assessed. This will be for new ELC children starting in August and also for the new P1s in 
August. 
 
Bus children 
We check each day if bus children are on the bus or being collected.  If you know your plans for the week it would be good to 
know this at the start of the week and we can update the weekly record.  This could be done by email or phone call to the office.  
Sometimes children are unsure what they are doing so it can help us with this as well.  If there is a change of plan and you are 
collecting your child instead please ensure we are informed so this doesn’t hold up the bus whilst we try to track down a child 
who has been collected without our knowledge. 
 
Reminders – extra INSET Day closure on Monday June 7th. End of term Friday 25th June at 12 am 

 

Sport’s Day – We are hoping to hold our Sport’s Day for school bubbles tomorrow, Thursday 3rd June.  Some may also take place 

on Friday of this week , 4th June.  We will ensure that we take photos and share them with families due to not being allowed 

spectators. Please ensure that children have water bottles and appropriate clothing and footwear for both days. 

 

Sunny weather 

If required on any day, please ensure that your child has sun cream on before coming to school, possibly sun cream with them to 

reapply and also access to sunglasses/sunhats.  For ELC children I will be sending home a Google Form to request permission to 

reapply sun cream whilst children are in the setting. 

 

Restrictions - It is not expected that there will be any further easing of restrictions in school before summer 

 

Reports – Children’s reports and Learner’s Statements will be sent out by email before the end of term. 

 

P7 Trip to Fairburn - The children had a great day trip to Fairburn and I am so glad we were able to put his on with the current 

restrictions.  The centre also praised the pupils which made me feel very proud. 

 
 

Newspaper article 
Unfortunately, a newspaper decided to imply we would have left a child behind, on their own, if they developed any COVID-19 

symptoms whilst at the centre but clearly this would never be the case!   It also misled people to believe that Lateral Flow Tests 

can be used if someone develops symptoms but I need to clarify this, as the previous guidance still applies. If your child 

develops symptoms the whole household must isolate and a PCR test must be arranged. 

 

We are a nut 

free school! 

https://castletownprimary.wordpress.com/


Best Start Grant   

I have been asked to issue this information about the Best Start Grant. Please see below. 
The Best Start Grant School Age Payment is a £250 payment made around the time a child normally starts Primary 1.  
It is open to people who get tax credits or certain benefits and are a parent or carer of a child born between between 1 March 
2016 and 28 February 2017.   People are encouraged to apply online at mygov.scot/beststart or by calling 0800 182 2222.  If 
eligible you can also apply for Scottish Child Payment and other Best Start Grant payments at the same time. 
 

Training from The Pines 

Virtual Pines Session with Karen Kelbie from Thriving Families and Alison Footitt from the National Autistic Society is on Thursday 
24th June 2021.  Chromebooks are integral to school and home-school life for many pupils, but as the parent or carer of a child 
with additional needs, do you really know how to support your child to get the most from this technology?  Join us this morning 
to see how you can help, and increase your own knowledge. The session will be led by Robert Quigley from the Highland Council 
ICTiLearning (Education Improvement Team).  
The session will run on Microsoft Teams, and is easy to join from a computer or mobile device, you don't need to speak if you 
would sooner not, or have your camera on. Parents & Carers Click Here to book. Professionals Click Here to book. 
Kind Regards, The Pines Team  

 

Clothing Grant – Please remember that each June, a new form is issued so that you can apply for the free school meals and 

clothing grant, if you are eligible.  As P1-3 children now get free school meals, I think some families forget about this fund also 

being for clothing too.  I believe it may be about £100. It is available through the link in the school brochure or directly on the 

Highland Council website. 

 

Burn along from the school - It has been brought to our attention that some children have been seen playing around this area 

again and walking along the pipe.  You may wish to speak with your child about this. 

 

Testing Reminder 

As mentioned earlier, if a child develops any COVID symptoms they need to get a PCR test.  Although LFTs are now widely 

available they are to find people who do not display symptoms.  As staff, we do 2 LFT tests each week but if we develop 

symptoms or have a positive result we still require to go and get a PCR test. 

 

Late to school 

We would like to ask that children are at school before the bell at 9am.  We regularly have children who are late and this week 

one morning there were 11 children late into school.  This is the worst it has been for a while and we would really like to 

improve this again but we need your support. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P7 only section 
P7 Transition 
The P7 children have now had their digital visit from a guidance teacher. 
 

Transition Days on 16th and 17th 
Plans are going ahead for the in-person transition days and these will be treated as normal High School days.  It used to always be the case that 
children travelled in on the High School buses however this may not be the case for this year. We are awaiting further communication on this 
matter.  Where the children usually travel in on the high school bus and then spend the full days in high school and return on the normal HS bus.  
This transport arrangement may not be able to happen this year so more details will follow. You should have received a newsletter from the 
High School detailing the dates and also information about the Parent Welcome evening online. Please let me know if you have not received this. 
 

Outward bound activity session for P7 – reminder 

I provided this information on the last newsletter along with a letter about the event.  Here is a reminder. 

P7 are receiving a 2 hour session in school from the Outward Bound Trust.  This has been sourced from Scottish Government 

COVID Funding and will be delivered to every P7 in Highland during school hours. Our session is due to take place on Tuesday 

June 8th between 12:45pm – 2:45pm in the school grounds. A packed lunch will be needed on this day. The P7s from Crossroads 

Primary will also be here.  Please wear suitable clothing and footwear for outdoor activities.  
 

 

Thank you  
Rhona Moodie 
Headteacher 
Castletown School  
    

Additional Contact Details  - Mrs Moodie, Headteacher, Canisbay   01955 611337 
I can be contacted in either school at any time.  I plan to be Tuesday and Thursday in Canisbay, Monday and 

Wednesday in Castletown and both schools on a Friday. 
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